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What Is Behind The Attack On Robert Welch and The John Birch Society ? 


By Phoebe Courtney, Editor 








April Report To Members 





A columnist by the name of Jack Mabley, formerly with MOVE TO ABOLITH HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN- AMERICAN 


the CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, now with the CHICAGO AMERICAN, 
is loudly claiming credit for having launched the recent smears 





Space does not permit any lengthy discussion of the at- 


of the John Birch Society 


By Robert Welch 


on Robert Welch and the John Birch Society, Although Mabley 
first attacked Roberi Welch in one of his columns on July 
26, 1960, the smear campaign died down until it was re- 


tempt by the Communists and their dupes to abolish the House 
Committee cn Un-American Activities. To abolish the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities would mean that the 


Congress would deprive itself of legal methods of investi- 
gating Communist subversion, It is well to remember that 
Prominent among those who tried to abolish the HCUA were 
the notorious left-wing Congressman James Roosevelt, and the 
American Civil Liberties Union, It should be noted that the 
American Civil Liberties Union has been cited as being 
heavily infiltrated with Communists and fellow-travelers and 
frequently following the Communist line and defending Commu- 
nists, particularly in its Los Angeles unit, (California Com- 
mittee on Un*American Activities Report, 1948, pages 107 
and 112, and Report, 1949, p, 270.) 

Congress is to be congratulated for overwhelmingly backing 
up the House Committee on Un-American Actiyities by ap- 
Propriating all necessary funds to finance this committee, 
which is so vital to American security against Communist 
subversion, 


juvenated on Saturday, February 25, 1961, by the PEOPLE'S 
WORLD of San Francisco, On that date, the PEOPLE’S WORLD 
picked up Mr, Mabley*s smear by joining in the attack on Robert 
Welch with the following headlines: 
“ENTER (from stage right) THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY” 
Who and what is the PEOPLE’S WORLD Newspaper? Ac- 
cording to the *“‘Guide to Subversive Organizations and Pub- 
lications (and Appendix), Revised and published as of January 
2, 1957, to supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951, Pre- 
pared and released by the Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities, U. S, House of Representatives, Washington, D, C,"* 
it is stated, on page 100: 
“DAILY PEOPLE*S WORLD 
‘1, ‘The official organ of the Communist Party on the 
west coast,’ 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 1944, p, 95; also cited in Annual Report, 


“Now as to some overall results, First, the attacks, especially the more 
maliciously false ones, have caused heartache and embarrassmeat to 
many of our friends and members, as was intended, Second, the exten- 
siveness and bitterness of the attacks have temporarily slowed down our 
recruiting of new members, materially in some areas and perhaps to 
at least a slight extent in all areas, And third, the total nation-wide 
activity and excitement has so buried all of us here under telephone calls, 
telegrams, clippings, letters, advice, requests for advice, suggestions 
for action, blueprints for counterattacks, polite invitations and over- 
bearing demands for interviews and statements and program appear- 
ances and articles and speeches from newspapers all over the country, 
from television and radio networks and from individual stations, and 
from organizations (leftwing and rightwing) of every kind -- that our 
correspondence has, for the time being, got away from us completely. 
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Robert Welch 





Those are, so far as we can judge at present, the total damages, As 


: hich 
against them we have the following and far surpassing gains for whic The eames teeter ob te dies Oh ee 


to be thankful, First has been the proof of the utterly unshakable loy- 
The affirmations of support and of increased 
dedication to our cause, pouring in here fromevery part of the country, 
are almost unbelievable, even to ourselves, And there is no way we can 
express our appreciation except in this brief paragraph, But it runs 
very deep, and the encouragement -- to all of us -- has been profound, 


alty of our members, 


Second, and related, is the net gain in our membership right while the 
campaign against us has been at its peak (so far), We have lost some 
members of course -- almost exactly one-quarter of one percent since 
February 25, when the artic'e appeared in the Communist People’s 
World, And, as we remarked above, our recruiting has undoubtedly been 
slowed down, Yet we have added more new members every day since 
February 25 than we have lost old members in the whole period since 
that date, And the day this passage is being written -- Monday, March 
27 -- we have received about four times as many new members as our 


total loss of the past five weeks. 


In this connection Time magazine may be interested to know of its tre- 
mendous impact and influence, For the number of applications for mem- 


H, R, 1, January 3, 1941, p, 10.)"" 

The editorial in the Communist publication PEOPLE'S 
WORLD speaks of the John Birch Society as using the “cell” 
method of organizing. The PEOPLE*S WORLD also states: 

** ‘Democracy is merely a deceptive phrase,’ Welch pro- 
claimed on one occasion, ‘a weapon of demagoguery, and a 
perennial fraud,’ * ; 

The PEOPLE’S WORLD also refers to a project of the John 
Birch Society which asked its members ‘‘to wield pens ina 
letter-writing campaign calling for the impeachment of Chief 
Justice Earl Warren,"’ 

Although the John Birch Society lists 25 Council Members, 
the Communist-controlled PEOPLE*S WORLD singles out only 
four by name. These are Dean Clarence Manion, T. Coleman. 
Andrews, Spruille Braden and Adolph Menjou, 


ENTER SENATOR MILTON YOUNG 
The next character to enter the scene of this strange drama 
was Senator Milton Young of North Dakota, Senator Young 





Senator Stephen M, Young of Ohio, It will be recalled that 
Several years ago Senator Young of Ohio gained national 
notoriety when he sneeringly referred to members of the 
American Legion as *‘super patriots,*’ 

Senator Stephen Young’s ranting attack on Robert Welch 
on April 3 is puerile indeed, He refers to Mr. Robert Welch 
as “‘a little Hitler,** and states: *t] assert the John Birch 
Society is a Fascist group," 

In a recent column, Louis Budenz, noted authority on the 
menace of Communism, stated that the Communists label every 
law and move “Fascist which would halt the conspirators, 
Then Mr. Budenz said: ‘There is still another reason for 
the return to the term ‘Fascist’ by the Communists in combating 
our internal-security legislation, That arises from the ‘favor- 
able atmosphere’ for its use which they behold in the constant 
repetition of anti-Nazi movies on television, the fact that one 
of our chief best sellers is a long review of the rise and 
fall of Nazism, and that there is a general attempt to keep us 
mentally in World War Il rather than in the Cold War which 
the Kremlin is waging against us,"’ 


“OPERATION ABOLITION,"* THE ANTI-COMMUNIST_ FILM 


Whereas action defending the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities has been, for the most part, confined to 
Congress itself, support for the film ‘‘Operation Abolition’’ 
which exposes Communist activities in the San Francisco 
Student riots of 1960 comes directly from individual American 
citizens and patriotic groups throughout the nation, This film, 
“Operation Abolition’’ has possibly awakened more Americans 
to the Communist menace in the United States than any other 
single activity being carried on by Conservatives, It exposes 
through the all-revealing eye of the camera just how the 
Communists operate, 

Members of the John Birch Society, as well as members 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the American 
Legion, school boards, church groups, local police depart- 
ments, and universities are showing the film “Operation 
Abolition,** The result is that the Communists and their fellow 
travelers are becoming frantic, and are trying any and all 
methods to stop the showing of this strongly anti-Commu- 
nist film, ‘Operation Abolition’’, 


bership coming in here, solely or largely on the basis of what Time wrote 
about us, and the number of requests for information about us, and the 
aumber of requests for information about the Society, with a view to 
joining, is quite a surprise. “If Time hates you that much," reads a 
typical letter, “then you must really be doing an effective job, and | 
want to join in your efforts.** We are not gloating over this result, for 
we had rather not have had the attack, and have been able to go on work- 
ing more quietly, building strength and understanding, But we do take 
some consolation from it, 


jumped into the fray on Marchi 8 by inserting in the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD the anti-Robert Welch article in TIME 


Magazine (post-dated March 10,) Senator Young continued his 
attack on .the John Birch Society in the March 20th CON- “We read all about ‘the futility of anti-Communism’ in an 


GRESSIONAL RECORD, and again on March 28th and 30th, article of the same name in the NEW TIMES, No, 7, for 
Altogether, Senator Young has, to date, used more than 17 1961, This directive piece, coming from Moscow, is part 
pages of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD reprinting articles of the worldwide ‘crusade’ launched by the Declaration of 
attacking the John Birch Society, Among those whose articles the eighty-one Communist parties last Fall, in which an 
Senator Young inserted in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD extensive castigation of ‘anti-Communism’ played a large 
are editorials from the Santa Barbara, California, NEWS- part, It is intended to make us all convinced that it is use- 
PRESS of February 26, 1961. It is interesting to note that the less to oppose Communism since ‘Communist ideas will 
March 11 issue of the Communist-controlled PEOPLE'S triumph in all countries.’ ** 

WORLD shares Senator Young’s admiration for the Santa It is a sad day indeed in America when we see U, S, Senators 
Barbara, California, NEWS-PRESS, because the Communist wittingly or unwittingly, parroting directives from Moscow, 
newspaper printed an editorial on March 11 entitled ‘*Editor 
Denounces Secret Hate Group,” in which the Communist 
paper praised the Santa Barbara NEWS-PRESS, 


Why has Senator Milton Young of North Dakota ‘teed off* 
on the John Birch Society to such an extent that he now finds 
himself in such strange company? Marquis Childs, extreme 
left wing columnist, “‘let the cat out of the bag’* as to what 
could very well account for Senator Young’s vituperative at- 
titude toward the John Birch Society, According to Marquis 


Mr, Budenz then goes on to state that Moscow is urging a 
world-wide war against “‘anti-Communism”’ and says: 


IMPEACH EARL WARREN MOVEMENT 


The “Impeach Earl Warren’’ movement sponsored by the 
John Birch Society is gaining momentum, It is awakening the 
American people to the fact that in 36 out of 39 cases, Chief 
Justice Warren voted on the side of the Communists, 

Speaking on the floor of the House, Congressman Brooks 
of Louisiana stated on March 1st: 


“The committee (House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities) has been at times under severe attack, and it has 
been handicapped and hindered, often by acts of Communist 
conspirators and fellow travelers throughout the country, 
In addition to this, the U,S, Supreme Court itself, by its 
decisions, has been anything but helpful to this committee, 
Some of the decisions of this Court, having reference to 
this great committee of Congress, have been calculated -- 
in my judgment -- to cripple and harass this committee,"* 
Congressman Brooks then stated that he was in favor of giving 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities “‘more power 
and more authority for two reasons: (1) That the committee 
may continue its work and even do more effective work to 
uncover Communism and un-Americanism wherever it exists; 
and (2) as a rebuke to the U, S, Supreme Court for its weak- 


Third of the beneficial results has been the widespread increase in 
thinking about the Communist conspiracy, its methods and its dangerous 
advance, that has been promoted--hor -erunintentionally and even un- 
wittingly -- by all of the publicity about The John Birch Society, You let 
the press keep telling millions of Americans how ridiculous it is for The 
John Birch Society members to think that there are and have been a lot 
of Communists on our anti-Communist team, and more and more thou- 
sands of those same Americans soon begin to say to themselves: ‘*Well, 
obviously the members of The John Birch Society don’t have anything to 
gain -- in fact it visibly causes them a lot of grief and requires a lot of 
courage -- by making up such charges, And the Communists do seem to 
be winning, Maybe there's a lot more wrong in this picture than we have 
been seeing or suspecting, and we had better start looking into it more 
closely,"* If a member of the Society can catch any such doubter at just 


ERIC SEVAREID AND ‘THE BIG LIE* 

One of the most astonishing statements ever published by 
a left-wing columnist is that which appearedina recent column 
by Eric Sevareid, to wit: 

** ...The next week I was in the wide, bright towns of the 

American Middle West, where thousands of the uneducated 

refuse to understand that the internal Communist threat 

is really dead,’ 

Fortunately for America, the majority of our citizens are 


that point, and put any one of a dozen good books in his hands, that man 
is already on the way to reading enough and studying enough to see how 
terrible the whole picture really is, And the campaign to destroy us thus 
becomes a factor in that painful awakening of patriotic citizens which -- 
while still comparatively little and late -- is now going on all over Amer- 


ica, 


Fourth and last, least certain but possibly most important, the Com- 
munists may have been provoked into moving too fast too soon; into 
taking steps which will help to bring a lot of things to a head before they 
are as entirely ready for it as they always like to be, For what is cer- 
tain is that, with the insidiously increasing reach downward of Com- 
munist power, influence, and pressures, throughout the middle levels 
and then the whole base of our social pyramid, time is all on their side, 
And the sooner we can draw the lines and get the American people to 
recognize and face the issues and the danger, the better is our coun- 


try’s chance of survival,”* 


Childs, the Constitutional amendment sponsored by the Com- 
mittee for Economic Freedom, which would get the government 
out of competition with private enterprise so the income tax 
can be repealed, was before the North Dakota State Legisla- 
ture several weeks ago, Senator Young was apparently very 
upset, because this Constitutional amendment when passed by 
2/3 of all the State Legislatures, will destroy many pet boon- 
doggles. In Young*’s case, the Garrison Dam Irrigation Di- 
version Project in North Dakota, apparently one of Senator 
Young*’s pets, could have been affected, Senator Young pres- 
sured the North Dakota State Legislature into defeating the 
proposed Constitutional amendment. As a consequence, mem- 
bers of the John Birch Society in North Dakota have expressed 
themselves in no uncertain terms to their Senator, Mr. Young, 
as to how they feel about his actions which promote bigger 
Federal Spending, (Editor*’s note: Senator Milton Young comes 


no longer ‘‘taken in*’ by such dangerous drivel, Space does 
not permit any more time on the likes of Mr, Sevareid, ex- 
cept to completely refute his asinine statement with a quo- 
tation by J, Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, who recently stated: 
*“Communism was never more dangerous to American 
freedom than right now."* 


THE NEW ZIG AND ZAG OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY LINE 








up for re-election in 1962!) 





Solon Defends Birch Society Against Attack 


(Reprinted from Shreveport (La,) JOURNAL) 


WASHINGTON —Criti- 
cism in Congress and else- 
where of the John Birch So- 
ciety brought a cry today 

“from a member — who also 
sits in Congress—that Com- 
munists are promoting a 
“smear” of the ultra-rightist 
organization. 


Even as a Justice Department 
spokesman said the society's activi- 
ties are a matter of concern there, 
Rep. Edgar W. Hiestand, R-Calif., 
called a news conference and de- 
clared: 

“My advice is for people not to 
sound off before they have all the 





facts.” 

Hiestand said he did not agree 
with Welch as to Eisenhower or 
Warren. 

But, he said, the remarks about 
Eisenhower had “been made sev- 
eral years ago and were taken out 
of context” by those now quoting 
them. 

Hiestand said there were also 
other society policy statements he 
disagreed with, but added: 

“I choose to stay because the 
society as a whole is a 98 per cent 
dedicated anti-Communist group. 
To me it would seem to have a bet- 
ter chance of successful achieve- 
ment than any of the otber sound 


and fine patriotic groups of which 
I know.” 





Hiestand, when disclosing his 
own membership Thursday, had 
said there were other members of 
Congress in the society but did 
not name them. 

Today, he named Rep. John 
Rousselot, R-Calif.. as another 
member of Congress active in the 
society and said “I am quite sure 
there are others.” 

Hiestand said he belongs to the 
“home” chapter of the society 
which he described as a nation- 
wide chapter directly under Welch. 
He referred to Welch as “‘the 
founder"’ in all references to him 
during the news conference. 

Hiestand described the sociely 
members as “violent, emphatic. 
dedicated anti-Communists”’ but 





contended that not more than 2 per 
cent “might be considered ex- 
tremists.” 

He said growing criticism of the 
group by newspapers and public 
figures was part of a “pro-Com- 
munist smear” and was proof of 
the society's success in fighting 
communism. ; 

In response to a question. he said 
he was unable to identify any 
Communists among those who were 
criticizing the society. 

“But they are in the background 
of the smear,” he added. ‘ 

Hiestand said the major aim of 
the society is to spread informa- 
tion ahout the Communist con 
spiracy, through letters to con 
gressmen and other methods. 





In considering the smear now taking place against Robert 
Welch and the John Birch Society, it would be well to view 
the entire picture. This attack on the John Birch Society is 
not an isolated stratagem employed by Communists, fellow 
travelers and dupes of the Communists, It is part and parcel 
of the over-all attempt by the left wingers to destroy all 
Conservative opposition in this country. This drive has con- 
sisted of the following steps: 

(1) Concerted efforts to abolish the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities - which failed; 

(2) An attempt to cut appropriations of the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities - which failed; 

(3) Sporadic attacks in an attempt to discredit the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities’ film “Operation Abo- 
lition,** which is exposing to audiences of thousands each week 
throughout the country the Communists behind the student 
riots in San Francisco in May, 1960, 

(4) An attempt to halt the increasing momentum of the 
“Impeach Earl Warren” movement, (It will be recalled that 
in 36 out of 39 decisions Earl Warren voted on the side of 
the Communists), This movement to impeach Earl Warren, 
which is being spearheaded by the John Birch Society, con- 
tinues to flood Congressmen and Senators with letters from 
their constituents advocating the impeachment of Earl Warren, 

(5) And, now - the mounting attack on Robert Welch and 
the John Birch Society for the purpose of attempting to smear 
the John Birch Society out of existence so as to weaken public 
support of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
and the filin **Operation Abolition,** as well as to invalidate 
the movement to “Impeach Earl Warren,*’ 





kneed vacillating decisions which have often in recent years 
favored Communism..." 


Congressman Hechler, Columnist Marquis Childs, and a 
*‘news-hen’* by the name of Ruth Finney, all of whom are 
wringing their hands over the *‘Impeach Earl Warren’* move- 
ment, are, to a man (or woman) strangely silent when it 
comes to refuting the documented evidence of Warren's pro- 
Communist decisions, (For full details as to why Earl Warren 
should be impeached and for proof that he has violated the 
*“‘good behavior’* clause of the U, S, Constitution, send today 
for a sample copy of TAX FAX #27, entitled “IMPEACH EARL 
WARREN,” published by THE INDEPENDENT AMERICAN, 
Post Office Box 4223, New Orleans 18, Louisiana), 

Commenting on the Communist infiltration in the U, S,, 
the DAILY REPORT, published at Ontario-Upland, California, 
recently stated: 

“The ease with which the world Communist organization 

has spread its base of support across large segments of 

the American public that never knowingly would ally itself 
with the Communist cause, is something to shake the most 
hardy American,” 

Along this line, the BOTHELL CITIZEN, of Bothell, Washing - 
ton, editorialized: 

“The first point that must be made in unequivocal terms 
is that Communism has never altered its original and most 
fundamental goal, that is, the complete and lasting victory 
over capitalism. The Communist leopard may change his 
tactics, but never his spots, Our destruction is his ultimate 
goal, despite all his pious protestations for coexistence and 
economic competition,’’ 

THE INDEPENDENT RIC wspaper views this attack 
on Robert Welch and the John Birch Society plainly and simply 
as an attempt to discredit all opposition to Communism in 
the United States, Now is the time to stand up and be counted, 
Which do you choose -- the American system of Constitu- 
tional government and Free Enterprise or the totalitarian sys- 
tem being promoted in international Communism which has 
enslaved millions of people throughout the world? 
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Earl Warren’s Fellow Travelers Smear John Birch Society One other thought in closing. The shock- 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE 


March 22 





EARL WARREN'S FELLOW TRAVEL- 
ERS SMEAR JOHN BIRCH SO- 
CIETY 


(Mr. RIVERS of South Carolina asked 
and was given permission to extend his 
remarks at this point in the Recorp and 
to include extraneous matter.) 

Mr. RIVERS of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, during the past several weeks 
Members of this House have been 
inundated with letters from thoughtful 
Americans who are clamoring to bring 
about the impeachment of Earl Warren. 
This movement has been spearheaded by 
the John Birch Society, a nationwide 
organization of patriotic Americans 
whose dedication to their country 


is epitomized in their aim to bring about 
“less government, more responsibility, 
and a better world to live in.” It is 
significant that although the John Birch 
Society is more than 2 years old, it has 
been almost completely ignored by the 
press until its recent all-out drive to 
impeach .e Chief Justice. Recently the 
John L..ch Society has been disparaged 
by Time magazine and by Members of 
the other Chamber of this Congress. 
These charges and their poisonous 
sources will be discussed in detail and 
their origin disclosed. 

The John Birch Society, led by its 
courageous and perceptive founder, 
Robert Welch, of Belmont, Mass., has 
levelled the full force of its attack upon 
one of the most inept poseurs who has 
ever worn the robes of Chief Justice. 
Earl Warren had no judicial experience 
before he attained the highest judicial 
office in our Republic. He received ‘this 
honor as a reward for delivering the 
votes of the State of California to the 
late misguided Eisenhower regime. The 
audacity of the Warren Court has finally 
aroused a large portion of our lethargic 
and complacent population. Americans 
who had taken our freedoms for granted 
have at last begun to realize that only 
renewed vigilance will preserve our free- 
doms in a world that is rapidly being 
swallowed up by the Communist con- 
spiracy. 

Few people who scoffed at southerners 
and their resistance to the Supreme 
Court decision of May 17, 1954, realized 
the real significance of the death knell 
which was sounded for the Constitution 
of the United States on that fateful day. 
The issue at stake was not the right of 
States to run their schools as each State 
deemed best for its own particular needs. 
Actually, on May 17, 1954, the Supreme 
Court assumed the authority to nullify 
State boundaries and to make laws by 
judicial decision. 

The issue has been clouded by the 
arguments of idealistic and _ social- 
minded persons. Now, however, hu- 
manitarians who once hailed the de- 
cision as a broad interpretation of the 
Constitution are beginning to perceive 
its frightening implications. They 
realize now that the decision of May 17, 
1954, was a part of a pattern designed 
to weaken and gradually prostrate our 
entire governmental structure. A re- 
view of the decisions of the Warren 
court establishes beyond the shadow 
of a doubt that while the interests of 
the United States have been grossly 
abused, the interests of our enemies 
have been handled most tenderly. The 
report of the American Bar Associa- 
tion’s Special Committee on Communist 
Tactics, Strategy, and Objectives, pub- 
lished in 1958, illustrates this solicitude 
for the enemy in simple and graphic 
terms. Since the publication of the re- 
port, additional decisions of the Warren 
court merely aggravate its concern to 
protect the termites in our midst. 

Why should not the John Birch So- 
ciety attack Earl Warren? That he is 
unfit to fill his high position is attested 
to by his own colleagues, whose dis- 
senting opinions show that even his 
fellow Justices hold no high opinion of 
their Chief's qualifications for his grave 


responsibility. Priceless rights, explicit 
in our Constitution, have been snatched 
from our people by Earl Warren and his 
cohorts. The list is an appalling one. 
Many rights, guaranteed by the sover- 
eign States in framing the Constitution, 
have been taken away from the Federal 
Government as well as from the States. 
When the members of the John Birch 
Society protested this Court's usurpa- 
tion, as is their right and duty as loyal 
American citizens, Time magazine, of 
March 10, carried a slurring account of 
the society and its founder. It is curi- 
ous to note the similarity of the article 
in Time to an article published about 
a week previous to its appearance, in 
People's World, a west coast publica- 
tion. People’s World, as verified by the 
research staff of the Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee, is the official or- 
gan of the Communist Party on the west 
coast. In its issue for February 25, 1961, 
appeared an article describing the John 
Birch Society. It characterizes the 
chapters of the society as “cells,” and 
states that the society was named for 
John Birch, “a U.S. Army captain, who 
is supposed to have died in China 10 days 
after V-J Day. Welch blames his death 
on Chinese Communists.” The Com- 
munists’ organ also states: 

On Welch's council are such veteran ene- 
mies of democratic rights as Dean Clarence 
Manion; T. Coleman Andrews, former in- 
come tax collector; Spruille Braden, former 
Latin American “expert” of the U.S. State De- 
partment; and Adolphe Menjou, unsavory 
relic of the House Un-American raid on 
Hollywood. 


It seems strange that Time magazine, 
with its extensive research department, 
should have used language and examples 
so similar to the above description in 
attacking the John Birch Society. 
Time's article carried the same three 
names in listing the council of the John 
Birch Society, And yet there are 27 
members of the council of the John Birch 
Society, all of whom are unquestionably 
Patriotic. Why did not Time magazine 
see fit to name additional members of 
the council? Is it possible that Time was 
content with a mere rehash of the arti- 
cle that appeared in a Communist pub- 
lication? In its effort to smear the so- 
ciety, why did not Time verify the fact 





that John Birch was afi Army captain 
who served with honor under the com- 
mand of Gen. Claire Chennault? That 
John Birch's death was mysteriously 
hushed up by this Government has been 
established by .painstaking research. 
Naturally, the Communist Party is anx- 
ious to discredit the record of an Amer- 
ican hero who was slain by Chinese Com- 
munists 10 days after the Communists 
joined the United States as allies. Why 
is Time magazine anxious to discredit 
the organization that bears his name in 
words so strangely similar to those used 
by a Communist publication? 

It is not surprising, Mr. Speaker, when 
one sees the appalling list of Supreme 
Court decisions that are crippling our 
State and National defenses against the 
Communist conspiracy, that the very or- 
ganization that is alerting our people to 
this menace should be attacked by the 
Communist organ. It is surprising, how- 
ever, that a magazine like Time, which 


purports to expose, and attack commu- 
nism, should publish an article so amaz- 
ingly similar to that of a Communist 
publication which attacks loyal Amer- 
icans. 

I enclose herewith, Mr. Speaker, an 
answer to the slanderous article—which 
appeared in Time magazine—by Mr. 
Bryton Barron over radio station WEAM, 
Washington, on Sunday, March 19, 1961, 
titled “Operation Washington,” and 
marked “Exhibit 1.” I also enclose the 
distinguished names of the illustrious 
Americans who form the council of the 
John Birch Society titled “Exhibit 2,” 
along with the committee of endorsers 
of the John Birch Society marked “Ex- 
hibit 3." Mr. Speaker, one has said: 

But on one man’s soul it hath broken, 

A light that doth not depart; 

And his look, or a word he hath spoken 

Wrought flame in another man’s heart. 


The above-mentioned material fol- 
lows: 
ExnIsiT 1 
OPERATION WASHINGTON—RabDIO STATION 
WEAM 


(A weekly commentary on major events from 
the Nation's Capital: Commentator, Mr. 
Bryton Barron, Mar. 19, 1961) 

Colonel Dunn. I canceled my scheduled 
broadcast today to bring you Mr. Bryton 
Barron with a sensational exposé of how the 
Communist apparatus is able to spread its 
poison and how loyal Americans sometimes 
unwittingly lend themselves to its propa- 
ganda and smear campaigns. Mr. Barron. 

Mr. Barron. First permit me to thank you, 
Colonel Dunn, for relinquishing your time 
on this program today so that I might give 
our listeners one of the most shocking pieces 
of evidence of Communist activity and in- 
fluence in this country that has come to 
our attention since the days of Alger Hiss 
and the Yalta betrayal. The specifics which 
I bring you are up until this very moment 
unknown to the American public at large. 
Unfortunately, if we may judge from what 
we read in a national news magazine, in 
the CoNGRESSIONAL Recorp of discussions on 
the floor of the Senate, and in certain news- 
papers, we may conclude that a lot of good 
people have, indeed, fallen for a piece of 
Communist propaganda—hook, line and 
sinker. For that reason we are inviting 
representatives of the press and certain Sen- 
ators and Members of Congress to listen 
with you at this time to what I have to 
reveal. 

Let me begin by referring to an article 
which appeared in the People’s World for 
February 25, 1961. The People’s World, I 
am advised by the research staff of the Sen- 
ate Internal Security Subcommittee, is the 
official organ of the Communist Party on the 
west coast. Please note this: the People’s 
World, as its title might suggest, has been 
cited by congressional report as a mouth- 
piece of the Communist Party in America. 
The article to which I refer, and which I 
will quote in full in a moment, is entitled: 
“Enter (from stage right) the John Birch 
Society.” Note, too, the date—February 25, 
1961—for it is the first in an amazing chro- 
nology. The next date in this chronology 
is about a week later, when an article in a 
weekly news magazine, using some of the 
same wording as the Communist organ and 
presenting much of the same point of view, 
was included in the postdated issue of that 
magazine of March 10. On March 8, by which 
date the issue of the magazine was in the 
hands of subscribers, a U.S. Senator put the 
rehash of the Communist theme into the 
CONGRESSIONAL Recorp in the course of a 
speech on the floor of the Senate. And then 
one of the wire news services, with equal 
naivete, picked up the tale and spread it all 
over the country, apparently never taking the 
time to check the source. Even a respected 
Washington newspaper was on March 12 
moved to hasty and unwarranted editorial 
comment. 

If this were the first time this sort of 
thing had happened in our country, if this 
were the only time that presumably well- 
meaning Americans had allowed themselves 
to be a transmission belt for Communist 
propaganda, it would be bad enough. But 
every trained observer knows full well that 
the American people are constantly being 
brainwashed in this fashion. So it behooves 
us to examine this typical but flagrant case 
to see how this brainwashing is carried on. 
If, when I get through, many of our listen- 
ers are still disposed to parrot the Commie 
line in this matter, then heaven help us as a 
Nation. 

So now I will quote verbatim from the 
article which set the Communist transmis- 
sion belt in motion. I would personally be 
one of the last to dig up garbage such as 
what I am about to read to you, but since 
others have already presented it under a 
seemingly respectable label, you are entitled 
to get it straight. Please remember that 
what I read is the Communist line, from 
the so-called People’s World for the 25th of 
Iast month—and that virtually every word 
of it is, as you might expect, ridiculous be- 
yond description. So TI read: 

“Los ANGELEs.—Suburban newspaper col- 
umnists have been devoting uneasy atten- 
tion recently to an organization known as 
the John Birch Society, apparently a well- 
heeled outfit spawned by the cold war. 

“The Society's founder is Robert Welch, 71 
(here let me pause for a moment to note that 
this first attempted statement of fact is 
typically inaccurate, for Mr. Welch is 10 years 
younger than the age indicated), a retired 
Boston, Mass., candy manufacturer, who 
set up the organization December 9, 1958, 
at Indianapolis, Ind. Neither the date nor 
place seem to be of significance but the so- 
clety’s ‘cell’ method of organizing (here 
let me state parenthetically that the term 
‘cell’ is purely a Communist attempt to 
misrepresent what is normal in the forma- 
tion of patriotic and fraternal organizations, 
namely, the setting up of local ‘chapters,’ 
which is the term used by the John Birch 
Society) and the role of its founder seems 
to have aroused misgivings. 

“Welch, who is described as the absolute 
boss of the society, was born in North Caro- 





lina, finished the university there, spent 2 
years at Annapolis and another two at Har- 
vard. He's lived in Boston since 1919. 

“ “Democracy is merely a deceptive phrase,’ 
Welch proclaimed on one ocassion, ‘a weap- 
on of demagogery, and a perennial fraud. 

“Welch seems to have taken fright at some 
of the liberal decisions of the U.S. Supreme 
Court and his cells were commanded to 
wield pens in a letter writing campaign call- 
ing for the impeachment of Chief Justice 
Warren. 

“Welch also tackled the Eisenhower men- 
ace to free enterprise. He thinks Milton 
Eisenhower, brother of the former President, 
was a Communist, and it is ‘his firm belief 
that Dwight Eisenhower is a dedicated, 
conscious agent of the Communist con- 
spiracy.’ 

“That appeared in a 1958 booklet, ‘The 
Politician,’ written by Welch, which seems 
to have been withdrawn from circulation 
after being seen by a few leaders of the 
movement (parenthetically let me note that 
no such book was published; the Commies 
are trying to drag in some private views of 
Mr. Welch penned long before the society was 
formed and in no way tied to its purposes). 

“Said Bill Sumner, in the Pasadena Inde- 
pendent: (and this inclusion by the Com- 
mies is surprising) ‘Locally, and in this 
area, the society seems to be attracting men 


and women of some substance. It would 
not pay to dismiss them as a group of fa- 
natics and crackpots worthy only of a pass- 
ing snort.’ 

“Besides Pasadena, the society has picked 
up recruits in Santa Barbara. Significantly, 
both communities are dominated by the re- 
tired well-to-do. 

“On Welch's council are (and now note 
these characterizations of outstanding Amer- 
icans) such veteran enemies of democratic 
rights as Dean Clarence Manion, T. Coleman 
Andrews, former income tax _ collector; 
Spruille Braden, former Latin-American ‘ex- 
pert’ of the US. State Department, and 
Adolph Menjou, unsavory relic of the House 
Un-American's raid on Hollywood. 

“Recruiting is done at house meetings by 
means of a 4-hour movie on which Welch 
appears alone and explains why there must 
be complete obedience to the leader. That, 
he says, will keep out Communists and 
others who might create dissent. 

“Each cell has its director who in turn con- 
sults with a district director monthly who 


“ transmits orders from above. Directives also 


approved in the monthly John Birch Bulle- 
tin, edited by Welch. 

“Letterwriting to public officials and to 
newspapers has been the main activity of the 
society but lately its attention has turned to 
the PTA, which Welch feels is too much to 
the left. 

“The society is named for John Birch, a 
U.S. Army captain who is supposed to have 
died in China 10 days after V-J Day. Welch 
blames his death on Chinese Communists.” 

So there you have the Commie line. 

What I have just read, particularly the 
more blatant portions, will sound very fa- 
miliar to those who read a similar article in a 
weekly news magazine. In the latter we 
find, for example, the same use of the Com- 
munist term “cell”; there, too, we find the 
same individuals mentioned—Dean Manion, 
Spruille Braden, and Adolph Menjou—whom 
the People’s World has listed disparagingly, 
but whom you and I know as able and dedi- 
cated Americans among the many connected 
with the John Birch Society. Why, if the 
weekly magazine did any research at all in 
the matter, did they include only names 
which the Commies mentioned? Why, for 
example, did they not include the name of 
Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston? 
Here is an excerpt from what the latter has 
written: “I beg to advise you that I do not 
know of any more dedicated anti-Communist 
in the country than Robert Welch. I un- 
hesitatingly recommend him to you and en- 
dorse his John Birch Society.” 

The magazine article mentioned does add 
one thing to the contribution of the Peo- 
ple’s World. It tells us in its not-to-be 
imitated style that “one Chicago conserv- 
ative’ does not favor the John Birch So- 
ciety. Interestingly enough, the magazine 
does not give us the name of the one critic. 
That is hardly impressive. 

When Senator Younsc, of North Dakota, 
unwittingly gave further circulation to Com- 
mie propaganda, he did say, on the floor of 
the Senate, that in his State the John Birch 
Society “has among its members some of 
the nrost able and influential people in each 
community.” That much would certainly 
check with my own observation in many 
areas where I have been. 

It is not the purpose of this broadcast, 
however, to discuss the merits or demerits 
of the John Birch Society. Those who wish 
to know what the society stands for can, I 
am sure, find its objectives and purposes 
clearly set forth in the manual or bluebook 
of the society. Certainly one should not 
turn to the Communist People’s World, or 
any of its dupes for guidance on matters of 
high patriotic purpose. I see no occasion 
to dig into the private writings of Mr. 
Welch—that is, of course, unless one wishes 
to somehow divert and distract attention, 
for example, from the movement to impeach 
Earl Warren—for Mr. Welch is probably as 
much entitled as the rest of us to his private 
opinions. It ill behooves so-called liberals 
who are always wanting us to forget the 
past of certain of their spokesmen to now 
dig up and garble the private thinking of 
Robert Welch years prior to the founding of 
the John Birch Society. It is just another: 
phase of the smear tactics of which we 
speak. However, if anybody wants to argue 
the point, let me remind him that 2 years 
or more ago, when the New York Times and 
the Washington Post, the State Department, 
and the White House, were lavishing their 
praise on Pidel Castro, as the savior of Cuba, 
our friend Robert Welch was one of the 
very few in America who had the insight, and 
the courage, to describe that Red puppet in 
print for exactly what he was. Let those 
who may be disposed to challenge Mr. 
Welch's Judgment on current issues put that 
in their pipes and smoke it. 

Why at this time, why at this moment 
in our history, 2 years after the organization 
of the John Birch Society, and several years 
after the private writings which they distort, 
do the Commies and their dupes now seek to 
discredit Mr. Welch and the John Birch So- 
ciety? This question is a fundamental one; 
it strikes to the very heart of what we have 
to say today. The answer is clear, even from 
the article which I read you. The John 
Birch Society under Mr. Welch’s leadership 
has inspired thousands of thoughtful Ameri- 
cans to protest against the trend of the War- 
ren Court decisions in recent years. All over 
the Nation there is a mounting demand for 
the impeachment of Earl Warren. And the 
Commies are fighting back for him, not on 
the merits of the issue, but with lies and 
smears, as we see. 

To those who are active in the nationwide 


more certain than ever of the need to press 
for impeachment. 





ing demonstration of Communist influence 
on thinking in this country, which I have 
revealed today in a specific instance, should 
help alert some who might otherwise be 
duped. Watch to see how many of _ your 
friends simply parrot the Commie line in 
this matter. 

This is Bryton Barron concluding and 
saying “Thank you.” 

Colonel Dunn. Thank you Mr. Barron. 
You have been listening to Mr. Bryton Bar- 
ron, veteran of 26 years in the State Depart- 
ment and the author of “Inside the State 
Department,” which can be purchased from 
The Bookmailer, Box 101, Murray Hill Sta- 
tion, New York 16, N.Y. 

This is Colonel Dunn in Washington 


EXHIBIT 2 
THe COUNCIL OF THE JOHN Bircu Society 


Each of the men listed below, who make 
up our council, came into the Society solely 
as an individual, representing in no way 
any other group or organization. But simply 
for identification, we have given each name 
the briefest line or two concerning other 
connections, or past accomplishments. 

Dr. N. E. Adamson, Jr. A Boston surgeon. 
Assistant Medical Director of New England 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. Youngest mem- 
ber of the council. 

Mr. Thomas J. Anderson, editor and pub- 
lisher of Farm and Sanch, farm paper with 
1,300,000 circulation. 

Hon. T. Coleman Andrews. Former Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue of the United 


States. Now chairman of the board of two 
large (and affiliated) insurance companies. 

Hon. Spruille Braden. Former Ambassa- 
dor to several countries, former Assistant 
Secretary of State. A top authority on 
Latin American affairs. 

Col. Laurence E. Bunker. Former Personal 
Aide to Gen. Douglas MacArthur for 61/, 
years—during the Japanese occupation, the 
Korean war, and MacArthur's early months 
in this country after his return. 

Mr. F. Gano Chance, president, A. B. 
Chance Co., Centralia, Mo. Former presi- 
dent of Missouri Chamber of Commerce and 
of Associated Industries of Missouri. 

Mr. S. J. Conner, president of the Con- 
roth Co., Chicago, and with many other 
business interests. 

Mr. Ralph E. Davis, president of General 
Plant Protection Corp., and affiliated com- 
panies, Los Angeles. 

Dr. S. M. Draskovich, author of “Tito, 
Moscow's Trojan Horse.’ Editor in chief of 
Srpska Borba (the Serbian Struggle), a 
weekly newspaper, published in Chicago, with 
sizable circulation in 36 countries. 

Mr. Wm. J. Grede, president of Grede 
Foundries, Inc., Milwaukee. Former presi- 
dent of the National Association of Manu- 
facturers and former head of the Interna- 
tional YMCA. 

Mr. A. G. Heinsohn, Jr. President Chero- 
kee Mills, Sevierville, Tenn. Author of 
“One Man's Fight for Freedom.” A very 
successful manufacturer and a very dedi- 
cated patriot. 

Dr. Granville F. Knight. An outstanding 
physician and public-spirited citizen of 
Santa Barbara, Calif. Author of many 
scientific papers, especially on the misuse of 
chemicals and adulterants in foods. 

Mr. Fred C. Koch. President, Rock 
Island Oil & Refining Co., Wichita, Kans. 
Strong supporter of many patroitic move- 
ments, and especially of right-to-work 
legislation. 

Mr. Alfred Kohlberg. Was a charter mem- 
ber of our council. Now deceased. 

Dean Clarence Manion. Former dean of 
Notre Dame Law School. In 1953 was ap- 
pointed, by President Eisenhower, chairman 
of a Sepcial Commission on Intergovern- 
mental Relations. He later resigned rather 
than stop crusading for the Bricker amend- 
ment. Founded the Manion Forum, which 
now reaches a radio audience of many mil- 
lions every week. 

Mr. Frank E. Masland, Jr. President of C. 
H. Masland & Sons (carpet manufacturers). 
Carlisle, Pa. A leader in his community 
and State, who serves as chairman, vice 
chairman, or active member of the boards of 
& great many educational, philanthropic, 
and industrial organizations. Also famous 
as an explorer of out-of-the-way places in 
the world. 

Mr. N. Floyd McGowin. President, W. T. 
Smith Lumber Co., Chapman, Ala. Active 
on many important boards of national or- 
ganizations and enterprises. 

Mr. W. B. McMillan. President of the 
Hussmann Refrigerator Co., St. Louis, Mo. 
An outstanding business leader. Was, next 
to your founder, the first member of the 
John Birch Society. 

Dr. Revilo P. Oliver. Professor of Classical 
Languages and Literatures at the University 
‘of Illinois. Recognized as one of the very 
top scholars in America in his field. Now 
becoming rapdly recognzed, also, as one of 
the ablest speakers on the Americanist side. 

Mr. Cola G. Parker. Former President of 
the Kimberly-Clark Co. Former president 
of the National Association of Manufac- 
turers. More recently, U.S. employer dele- 
gate—a stoutly patriotic and embattled 
delegate—to the International Labor 
Organization. 

Hon. M. T. Phelps. Former chief justice 
of the Supreme Court of Arizona. 


Mr. Louis Ruthenburg. Formerly presi- 
dent, then chairman of the board, of Ser- 
val, Inc., Evansville, Ind. Former president, 
Indiana State Chamber of Commerce. Now 
retired except as an industrial consultant. 
Has received several honorary degrees and 
three Freedom Foundation awards. 

Mr. J. Nelson Shepherd. President, 
Midwest-Beach Co., Sioux Falls, S. Dak. An 
outstanding citizen and strong supporter of 
many patriotic causes. 

Mr. James Simpson, Jr. Was a charter 
member of our council. Now deceased. 

Mr. Robert W. Stoddard. President of 
Wyman-Gordon Co., Worcester, Mass. On 
board of directors of several of New Eng- 
land's largest businesses, including First 
National Bank of Boston. Has just served 
two terms as president of Associated Indus- 
tries of Massachusetts. Active on the boards 
of many educational and philanthropic in- 
stitutions. 

Lt. Gen. Charles B. Stone III. USAF (re- 
tired). Succeeded Gen. Claire Chennault 
as commander ou our 14th Air Force in China 
near end of World War II, and is lifetime 
honorary chairman of the 14th Air Force 
Association. 

Mr. Paul H. Talbert. President, Paul H. 
Talbert Co., Beverly Hills, Calif. One of 
the most successful insurance executives in 
the United States. Also one of the most 
public spirited and influential citizens of 
his State of California. 

The basic function of the council is 
threefold: (1) To show the stature and 
standing of the leadership of the society; 
(2) to give your founder the benefit of the 
council's advice and guidance, both in pro- 
cedural or organizational matters, and in 
substantive matters of policy; and (3) to 
select, with absolute and final authority, a 
successor to myself as head of the John 
Birch Society, if and when an accident, 
“suicide,” or anything sufficiently fatal is 

for me by the Communists—or I 

‘mp’" die in bed of old age and a can- 
tankerous disposition. And we believe that 
both the growth and the effectiveness of the 
Society will be greatly helped by the experi- 
ence, ability, and resolute purpose of so 
strong a governing body. 


CONGRESSMAN DEFENDS ANTI-RED FILM 


EXTRACTED PORTIONS FROM 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE 








COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN 
ACTIVITIES 

The SPEAKER. Under previous or- 
der of the House, the gentleman from 
Georgia {Mr. James C. Davis) is recog- 
nized for 60 minutes. 

(Mr. JAMES C. DAVIS asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks and to include therein cer- 
tain printed matter.) 

Mr. JAMES C. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, 
I seldom pay any attention to the dis- 
tortions, half-truths, untruths and de- 
ceptions that constantly appear in the 
news columns and on the editorial pages 
of the absentee-owned Atlanta Consti- 
tution. 

Correcting the Atlanta Constitution 
would be a job unto itself, one requir- 
ing many hours more than should be 
devoted to something so unimportant. 

However, the Constitution, when it 
turned its popguns on the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, its 
chairman, Congressman Francis E, 
WaALtTer, and the film, “Operation Abo- 
lition,” engaged in smear tactics and 
misrepresentations which ought not to 
go unnoticed. 

As a part of its work the Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee had held hear- 
ings in various sections of the country to 
gather evidence regarding Communist 
activities. 

On May 12, 13, and 14, 1960, the com- 
mittee held one of these hearings in the 
city hall in San Francisco, Calif. Cer- 
tain hard-core Communists among them 
being Frank Wilkinson, Archie Brown, 
Merle Brodski, Douglas Wachter, and 
others, worked out plans in advance to 
stage riotous demonstrations for the 
purpose of disrupting the hearings, and 
to turn these hearings into propaganda 
for the Communist Party. Their plans 
were very successful. Scenes of such 
violence and disorder were staged that 
hundreds of feet of newsreel shots were 
made of the proceedings in the hearing 
room, and inside and outside the city 
hall during the 3-day proceedings. J. 
Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI, pre- 
pared a report upon these hearings and 
these Communist-instigated riots, which 
has been printed under the title “Com- 
munist Target—Youth.” On page 8 of 
this report by Mr. Hoover he points out 
that on the third day of the hearings 
in San Francisco the riotous crowd con- 
sisted of about 2,000 people, who were 
at one time so threatening toward the 
committee that police officers deemed 
it necessary to take the committee 
members out of the city hall by a back 
door to avoid an attack by the mob. 


From the newsreel shots which were 
made of the riots and disorderly con- 
duct during the 3 days of committee 
hearings, a film was made by splicing 
certain of these newsreel shots together. 
A narrator described the changing 
scenes. Introductory remarks were 
made by Chairman Francis WALTER and 
the film contained short statements by 


two iher committee. members, Con- 
Zressmian AvuGusT JOHANSEN, of Michi- 
gan, and’Congressman GorDON SCHER- 
ER, Of Ohio. The running time of the 
film is about 45 minutes. The title of 
the film is “Operation Abvlition.” The 
film is given this title because of the 
campaign by the Communists to abol- 
ish the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities. The Communists them- 
selves have named that campaign “Op- 
eration Abolition.” The film was 
spliced and prepared by a commercial 
film tompany in Washington, D.C., 
Washington Video Productions, Inc. I 
saw the film exhibited last August -in 
the House Ways and Means Committee 
room in Washington. JI bought a copy 
of it and when the extra session of Con- 
gress adjourned I brought the film home 
with me and exhibited it some 40 or 50 
times in the Fifth Congressional District 
to civic clubs, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, veterans groups, 
ehurch groups and others. It is a re- 
vealing, shocking presentation of Com- 
munist instigation of riots, infiltration, 
subversion and propaganda. I have 
also distributed at each showing, to those 
people who wished them, copies of an 
18-page pamphlet prepared by Director 
J. Edgar Hoover, entitled “Communist 
Target-Youth.” That pamphlet by 
Mr. Hoover gives in printed form sub- 
stantially the same information which 
you see and hear in the sound film 
“Operation Abolition.” The pamphlet, 
as does the film, also contains introduc- 
tory remarks by Chairman Francis E. 
Wa ter. I believe that every person 
who has the opportunity to do so should 
see the film, “Operation Abolition,” and 
read the pamphlet, “Communist Tar- 
get-Youth.” 





I am convinced that the film factually 
portrays the Communist-instigated riots 
which were staged last May in San 
Francisco to disrupt the hearings of the 
Un-American Activities Committee 
which were held for the purpose of in- 
vestigating and exposing Communist 
activities in the San Francisco Bay 
area. I am convinced that anyone see- 
ing and hearing this film will have a 
factual understanding of what went on 
inside and outside of the San Francisco 
City Hall during these 3-day hearings. 

However, the Atlanta Constitution 
does not share my views regarding the 
film “Operation Abolition,” or regard- 
ing the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities, or regarding its chair- 
man, Congressman Francis E. WALTER. 
For reasons of their own, whatever they 
may be, the editors and writers of that 
paper started a campaign to poison the 
public mind against the film, against the 
committee and against the committee 
chairman. In that campaign they have 
engaged in untrue statements, in half- 
truths, and in smear tactics. ‘They have 
scolded the committee and its chairman, 
and have in the same column concurred 
in the views of the four Supreme Court 
Justices who wanted to free the Com- 
munist Frank Wilkinson from his con- 
viction on charges of contempt of Con- 
gress, but were unable to do so because 
they didn’t have enough votes. Their 
concurrence in the minority views of 


these four Supreme Court Justices car- 
ries even further their condemnation of 
the committee and its chairman. I at- 
tach here the column to which I refer. 
It appeared in the March 1 issue of the 
Atlanta Constitution: 

“THE COMMITTEE'S OwN SELF-RESTRAINT” 

(By Eugene Patterson) 

The House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee has a newly confirmed power and 
with it a responsibility. By a 5 to 4 split, 
the Supreme Court has upheld the com- 
mitteee’s right to exact answers from Amer- 
icans haled before its investigations of com- 
munism. **e 8 


And as Justice Black indicated, this com- 
mittee under Representative FRaNCIS WALTER 
has not always shown self-restraint in its 
treatment of Americans, nor has it been 
modest about justifying its tactics. 

Take, for instance, the film “Operation 
Abolition” which has been shown around At- 
lanta and Georgia. It carries an anti-Com- 
munist message based on the inexcusable 
student riots that marred the committee’s 
hearings in San Francisco last December. 
No patriot we know is for communism, nor 
does any favor riots. But the nature of the 
film and the committee's connection with it 
also cause concern. * * * *& 


Even the Defense Department has with- 
drawn the doctored film from use. Yet the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities 
seems content to be identified with it. 


A person who is so greatly disturbed 
and concerned about accuracy and fair- 
dealing ought to tell the truth himself. 
Mr. Patterson has not done this. He 
makes the positive statement: “Even the 
Defense Department has withdrawn the 
doctored film from use.” That state- 
ment is false. * * * * 


When I first read that statement I 
called Maj. Gen. William W. Quinn, 
Chief of Army Information, Department 
of the Army, in the Pentagon Building 
here in Washington. I asked him if this 
statement is correct. He said it is not. 
He further told me that the Army pur- 
chased 34 copies of this film from the 
same source I purchased my copy and 
distributed the films for use in various 
Army posts. He said the status of the 
film now is the same as it has been 
since the copies were purchased. I asked 
him to confirm that statement in writ- 
ing which he did. This is a copy of Gen- 
eral Quinn’s letter to me: 

HEADQUARTERS, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF INFORMATION, 
Washington, D.C., March 1, 1961. 
Hon. James C. Davis, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Davis: This is to confirm our 
telephone conversation of February 28, 1961 
regarding the film, “Operation Abolition.” 

Copies of this film were procured in keep- 
ing with Army policy of attempting to in- 
sure that Army personnel are adequately in- 
formed on important current issues. 

We have received no directive, nor do we 
know of any, prohibiting Army use of the 
films. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM W. QUINN, 
Major General, GS, Chief of Information. 
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